N

EWSLETTER
REBUIDING THE WALLS

AUG - SEPT EDITION 2021

In This Issue
•
•

Condolences for The Pastor’s demise.
Message from Spiritual Leadership

•

New Sunday Service Schedule

•

Latest from the administration

•

Latest from The Primary School

•

Latest from The Pre School

•

Payments & Offering

IN LOVING MEMORY
OF
REV. MATHEW SIBONGAKAHLE
MATHENJWA
30 APRIL 1962 TO 30 JUNE 2021

T

he EC Mbabane Board of Elders and the entire leadership structures of the church regret to
inform the members of Evangelical Church Mbabane, the whole Evangelical Church
denomination, in Eswatini and Internationally, All the stakeholders of the EC Mbabane
Institution, The entire Christian Fraternity and the nation as a whole of the sudden demise of Rev.
Mathew Sibongakahle Mathenjwa who served as the Pastor of Evangelical Church Mbabane for the
past 6 years. He passed on to glory on Wednesday, the 30th of June 2021 after a very short illness. Rev
Mathenjwa has already been laid to rest. He was laid to rest at his home in Ngwavuma, South Africa
on the 4th of July 2021.
This is a tremendous loss to Evangelical Church. Rev Mathenjwa was a great leader, beloved
not only by the people he directly led but the Evangelical Church as a whole. Rev Mathenjwa was a
visionary and tireless worker of note. His undisputable humility, unpparelled integrity and
irrefutable commitment warmed the hearts of all the faithful across the entire denomination. The
Christian family has lost a visionary, committed, diligent and humble leader who served the Lord with
all that he was. As hurting as we are, we have never been so hopeful!
“SOHLANGANANABAKITHIEKHAYA!”
Then I heard a voice from heaven say, “Write this: Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.” “Yes,”
says the Spirit, “they will rest from their labor, for their deeds will follow them.” Rev 14:13
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“OUR SHELTERING TREE HAS FALLEN”

“W

hen the searing rays of adversity’s sun burn their way into our day, there is nothing quite
like a sheltering tree to give relief in its cool shade. Its massive trunk of understanding
gives security as its thick leaves of love wash our faces and wipe our brows. Beneath its
branches, our souls have often been refreshed!”

The EC Mbabane, immediate and extended family, friends, relatives and colleagues, celebrate the life of
our sheltering tree, Rev Mathew Sibongakahle Mathenjwa, who left the world to be forever present with
the Lord, on the late morning of Wednesday, June the 30th 2021. Rev Mathenjwa was born on 30th of April
1962 at Manyiseni on the mountains of Ubombo, South Africa to the late Mr.
Magotshwa Mathenjwa and Mrs. Bertinah Qubile
Mathenjwa. He completed his primary education at Ludaka
Primary school, before proceeding for his high school
education at Sibhamu High. It was at Sibhamu where he
accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as the Lord and Savior of his
life and almost immediately, he started preaching the Good
News of the Lord. His calling became evident to many. His
enrollment in a Rustenburg Evangelical Bible School was
therefore no surprise.
Upon graduating from the Bible school in 1991, Rev
Mathenjwa was invited by Evangelical Church – Mandleni,
in Nongoma, where he served as a pastor for 17 years. His
quest for knowledge and love for education took him to
Evangelical Seminary of Southern Africa and Baptist
Theological College of Southern Africa where he graduated
with further qualifications. While at Mandleni, he served in
several portfolios, including that of being a chaplain at
Benedictine Hospital and led the local church in achieving
key milestone including building a big modern church. In
2008, uMgabadeli, as he was affectionately known accepted
an invitation to pastor a local church in Ngwavuma where he further showed his projects implementation skills
and leadership acumen. After helping the church achieve key projects, he moved to pastor Evangelical Church in
Mbabane, eSwatini in 2015.

R

ev Mathenjwa served the church in Mbabane for six amazing and fruitful years and we
were still counting. His leadership style created an environment that fostered unity and
growth in the Church. Supported by the Board of Elders and the Church Board, Rev
Mathenjwa led not only the Church but he also played a major role in taking the business side of the
church which include the Pre and Primary School to greater heights ensuring the furtherance of the
mission of the Church.

CONDOLENCES FOR THE PASTOR’S DEMICE
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O

ver the years, our dear pastor served at different structures of the Evangelical Church. With all
diligence, passion and integrity, he served as a Youth Chairman for the Kwazulu-Natal District,
National Treasurer for the South African National Council, Chairman of the South African
National Council and finally as the overall leader of the entire Evangelical Church at an international
level
As the chairman of the International Board of Elders at the time, Rev. Mathew S. Mathenjwa was
instrumental in the organization of the 120-year celebration of the Evangelical Church which was held
in December 2013. This event was strategically used as the springboard to create a fund to assist in the
training of Evangelical Church Pastors, something he was passionate about. UMgabadeli believed in
humanity and was always willing to give people opportunities, without expecting anything in return. In
his sermons, he always found a way to impress that God often use people who are overlooked or written
off by human beings.
He loved pioneering projects even beyond the local church including fundraising and resource
mobilization for the construction of permanent church buildings at Evangelical Church Mahwalala and
Evangelical Church Siteki. He was involved in the recent program and structural developments at the
Eswatini Evangelical Bible College and had great visionary ideas for the development of the Evangelical
Church.

R

ev Mathenjwa worked with different Christian and community organizations at various
levels in areas of health advocacy and community building. People from all walks of
life found a shelter under his care. His integrity and humility made him approachable,
trustworthy and dependable. He always looked for ways to prevent and resolve conflicts and was always
willing to advise where required.
Even though time did not permit, Rev Mathenjwa was looking into opportunities as serving as a
missionary in Mozambique. His passion for the work of the Lord in that country is well known by the
entire denomination. It is one of the reasons that he was working towards taking an early retirement
from pastoral ministry to take up the missionary work.
As family man, he always made time for his dear wife, four children, one grandchild, his mother, two
brothers, one sister and everyone that was close to him. Even though he lived in a different country from
them, he would ensure that he give them his best.
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Rev. Mathew Sibongakahle Mathenjwa leaves behind his wife
Make Elizabeth Victoria nee Gumede, Daughter Sinokuhle,
three sons Mfihlakalo, Nimrod and Joy, his grandson
Zanokuhle, his mother La Mdumo, two brothers Zakhele and
Khulekani plus sister Nompumelelo.
He was a selfless and committed husband, father, friend, l
eader, visionary, counsellor, advisor but most important of all,
he was a dedicated servant of God.
Indeed, “our sheltering tree has fallen”. He will be missed by
many.
“He fought the good fight, finished the race, kept the faith”

CONDOLENCES FOR THE PASTOR’S DEMICE

5

MESSAGE FROM THE SPIRITUAL LEADERSHIP
REBUILDING THE WALLS

T

his is a difficult and painful time and as
such, we are still struggling to believe that
our pastor is gone. As a spiritual
leadership, we have been wounded and our hearts
are still bleeding from the sudden demise of our
pastor. We believe that the covid-19 scourge will
one day end and we will be able to heal as a church.
Furthermore, we would also like to pass our
sincere condolences to the Mathenjwa family, may
the almighty God go beyond our words and
comfort your hearts at this moment.
Drawing from the teachings of our pastor
based on the book of Nehemiah, we would like
to remind the church that the Israelites were in
the same situation when Nehemiah came to their
rescue. The walls of Jerusalem were broken down,
there was no security, the economy was in bad
state, and the rate of and unemployment was high.
It was only fear and distress that was in control
of their lives. This situation was calling everyone
to do something. Israel was in need of people who
would not only analyze, scrutinize, or just discuss
the situation but people who would do something
about it. This is what our church needs at this
moment. It is not the time to point fingers at one
another but it the time to come together and
utilise the strength of unity to rebuild our lives
that have been broken down by the covid-19
pandemic (Nehemiah 2vs 18).
The first thing that made the Israelites to be
successful is that they had a heart to work.
Secondly, God’s hand and faviour was upon them.
It is our prayer as spiritual leadership of EC
Mbabane that we may see the need of joining hands
in rebuilding this institution back into the original state and even beyond. It is time to embrace
the new normal which implies that we cannot do
things the way we have done before. This change
demands high level of commitment from all the
stakeholders of this institution.

6

Evangelical Church Mbabane

Appreciation
We would like to appreciate the local church
leadership, church members and all the
other stakeholders for showing zeal towards
seeing the church up and running. We thank you
for your spiritual and financial support that has
seen this church surviving in such difficult times.
A big shout out and thanks also goes to
the management and entire staff of EC Mbabane
for their dedication, vigilance and innovativeness
in handling this situation brought by the corona
virus. We know that they have risked their lives
trying to keep this institution running. We run
short of words to express how grateful we are. We
thank God that we are all alive.

The leadership of the church and the entire EC Mbabane would like to congratulate the newly
established family of Phindokuhle Sthole and Nontsikelelo Dlamini-Sthole who are both members of
the church. We pray a blessing upon their lives as they start their new journey!
The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you; the
Lord turn his face towards you and give you peace!

Congratulations bo Jobe
Wedding
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ANNOUNCEMENT

Subsequent to the demise of our pastor,
Elder Masotsha Mabuza has been
authorised as the current leading elder.
As a spiritual leadership, we encourage all
church members and other stakeholders to
support our current leading elder and the
entire leadership.
Finally, we thank all the stakeholders, particularly
parents who have been cooperative during this
time. We know it has not been easy to adapt to all
the changes but we appreciate your understanding
and support.
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SUNDAY SERVICE SCHEDULE
The Sunday service has been divided into 2 sessions with groups
(max 80 people each) at the following times:

●
●

0800hrs to 1030hrs
1030hrs to 1230hrs

CHILDREN MINISTRY CLASSES ALSO AVAILABLE CONCURRENTLY

EC MBABANE RADIO ON DEVOTIONALS & SERMONS ONLINE
Mixlr
Audio Devotionals are available everyday on our
radio.

Sunday services are also available on Mixlr
(online radio).

https://www.mixlr.com/ec-mbabane-radio
You may watch and listen to these daily devotional audios and video sermon
online via

Church website - www.evangelicalchurchmbabane.net/media

YouTube Link - www.youtube.com/c/EvangelicalChurchMbabane

Stay updated on what is happening in our Whatsapp Groups
for all the different fellowships.

Newsletter
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UPDATED NEWSLETTER FROM
ADMISTRATION

C

ovid 19 continues to be a problem and as such control measures are put in place to
ensure that school kids, parents, visitors, members and employees of the church
are not exposed to this dangerous virus. In addition to the two wash hand
stations that were installed by the church, the Ministry of
Education built one wash hand station for use by Pre Scholars and further improved the
wash hand station for the Primary School by adding taps and installing two tanks.
The people entering the church premises are screened by the Security Guard
which is also a control measure. The church hall is marked in accordance with the
Ministry of Home Affairs Covid 19 guidelines. Only washable furniture is utilised to
maintain cleanliness.

Staff Changes
The Office Secretary resigned and Mrs JabuSithole is now the new Office Secretary.
Furthermore, the driver,Mr Sifiso. Phakathi decided to leave the Evangelical Church and
the church has since employed Mr Samkelo Shongwe as the new driver for the church. In
total, the church has about 47 employees of which 19 are teachers at the Primary School,
10 are Preschool teachers and the rest are the Support Staff.

Fault Reporting Form
A form for reporting faults around the premises has been put in place to ensure that faults
are quickly reported and quickly attended to. The employees are responding positively to
the form such that many faults have been attended to in response to their reports.
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LATEST FROM THE PRIMARY SCHOOL

W

e give all the praise to the almighty God for making it possible for us to thrive in this season
irrespective of being hard hit by the pandemic in such a way that the grade 7 students spend
the greater part of the year learning online. We are so much humbled by the results for 2020
academic year which found us producing 22 Merits, 23 First class, 11 second class and no third classes as
well as fails. An appreciation goes to the teachers and parents who worked tirelessly in assisting learners
with daily tasks.
Since last year March we have
been wrestling with the
challenges brought by the
pandemic which has since
persisted up to date and as
such schools remain closed.
The strength of an institution
is in its ability to stand waves
of trials. Under such waves the
moral fibber, social fibber and
even the foundational
principles are put to test.
Mbabane Evangelical has gone
through such trial due to the
waves of corona virus since
March 2020. It has not been
easy but we thank God who
has taken us this far. We
commend our resilient
administration and the relentless effort of the teachers and support staff.

Registration

Registration for 2022 enrolment has already been done and interviews have been conducted. The results
of the interviews have beeen collected in the following dates:
G 1- 27/08/2021
Other grades- 03/09/2021

make your Payment to here

Banking Details
Account:
Mbabane Evangelical Primary
School
Bank: Swaziland Building Society
Type of Account: Collection Account
Number: 51000089668

SCHOOLS UPDATE
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NEW STUDENT’S FEES ARE
E17, 250.00 which include a
non-refundable registration fee
of E100.00 and caution fee of
200.00. Returning students pay
E16, 950.00 for the
whole year.

GRADE 1 TO 6 RETURNING STUDENTS SCHEDULE OF PAYMENTS
2020

TERM 1

PAY BY DATE TERM 2

PAY BY DATE TERM 3

PAY BY DATE

Deposit
Balance

E2,825
E2,825

02.12.2020
30.2.2021

30.4.2021
30.6.2021

31.8.2021
30.10.2021

E2,825
E2,825

E2,825
E2,825

School fees for grade 7 are E16, 950.00 which should be paid in full by 30 August 2021.
NB: Grade 7 will pay an examination fee that will be determined by exams council and is not inclusive
in the fees above.

Appreciation

The school administration would love to take the opportunity to appreciate our lovely parents who are really
cooperating with teachers in making sure the children are in school well in time for screening purposes, well
dressed and in compliance with all the Covid 19 regulations.

EVANGELICAL CHURCH PRIMARY
MRS. DUDUZILE MABUZA — PRINCIPAL, MBABANE
Evangelical Primary School
(primary@evangelicalchurchmbabane.net)
+26824043850
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UPDATE FROM THE PRE-SCHOOL
Due to the prevailing circumstances brought about by the Covid-19 pandemic, schools are closed
until
further notice. Parents are requested to be cooperative in helping the children. The school has
provided children with homework book which the children will be given work to do at home on the

Banking Details
Account:
Mbabane Evangelical Pre School
Bank: Swaziland Building Society
Type of Account: Collection
Account Number: 51001412934

PRE-SCHOOL PAYMENT SCHEDULE
TERM 1

AMOUNT

Nov/Dec E2,000
February E1,400

TERM 2

AMOUNT

TERM 3

AMOUNT

April
June

E2,000
E1,400

August
October

E1,200
E 1,000

All school payments should be made at Swaziland Building Society (any branch) into Collection
Account No. 51001412934 for which a computer slip will be issued. This receipt should then be
forwarded to the pre-school office who will issue a school receipt. Proof of payment is the Bank
Receipt brought to the school office.
NB: If your deposit receipt is not presented to the school; we will assume that you have not paid the fees, so
make sure you bring the receipt
MRS. PHEPHILE HLATSHWAYO — PRINCIPAL, MBABANE EVANGELICAL PRE SCHOOL
Landline: +26824043850

PRE-SCHOOL UPDATE
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PRE-SCHOOL UPDATE
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TITHES & OFFERING PAYMENTS

Newsletter
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