
MARRIAGE IS ONE OF 
GOD’S DIVINE 
ORDINANCES.

Gen. 2:23-24



INTRODUCTION GEN. 1:26

The human being has the privilege of 
inheriting God’s image.

A special decision was made by God to 
stress what was about to happen.

The plural “let us" suggests the community of 
God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

God’s image makes the human being 
different from other created creatures.   

This image was only imported to humans.



INTRODUCTION GEN. 1:26 CONT.

God’s purpose in creating the human being 
in his image was functional:

For the human to increase in number and fill 
the earth. V28a

For the human to rule over God’s creation 
and to subdue the earth. v28b

This mission was not a heavy burden but a 
gift from God. 

Man’s function is to provide spiritual service 
to God’s creation. V15-17



THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE 
MARRIAGE INSTITUTION. GEN. 2:18

God intended for husband and wife to 
be a spiritual, functional unity, walking in 
integrity, serving God, and keeping his 
commandments together.

Adam was alone and that was not good 
in God’s sight. V18

He began to function as God’s 
representative tending the garden and 
naming the animals. V19-20



THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE 
MARRIAGE INSTITUTION. GEN. 2:18 
CONT.

God became aware of Adam’s solitude. He 
created Eve from his flesh and his bones. v21-
23.

God looked for something better for Adam 
that will complement him.  Since God was 
Adam’s friend, He made Eve out of his flesh 
and bones.  Eve was meant  to have a close 
relationship with Adam.  Eve was a suitable 
and corresponding human being to Adam’s 
solitude. V18a

What man lacked, she supplied, and what 
she lacked, he supplied.



THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE MARRIAGE 
INSTITUTION. GEN. 2:18 CONT.

God brought her to Adam in what appears to 
be a wedding ceremony. V21-22

The process included putting Adam into a 
deep sleep and operation on a very critical 
and life-threatening part of the human body 
that protects the heart. 

“This is now bone of my bones and flesh of 
my flesh”.  

He didn’t see Eve as another person but  
himself.



ADAM’S COMMITMENT TO HIS 
MARRIAGE. V24

“For this reason a man will leave his father 
and his mother and be united to his wife, and 
they will become one flesh” (NIV).

“Therefore a man leaves his father and 
mother and embraces his wife. They become 
one flesh” (MSG)

“Therefore a man shall leave his father and 
his mother and shall become united and 
cleave to his wife, and they shall become 
one flesh”.



GOD’S PLAN FOR MARRIAGE INCLUDES 
THREE DISTINCTIVE ASPECTS.

A man shall leave his father 
and his mother.

And  shall cleave to his wife.

They shall become one flesh.



1. A MAN SHALL ESTABLISH INDEPENDENCE 
FROM HIS OWN PARENTS.

Leaving does not  mean 
dishonoring one’s parents.
God’s word is clear that we must respect 
and honor our parents.
Some parents’ behavior is offensive such 
that their children have difficulty 
honoring them. 
We do not honor parents’ behavior but 
the position God has given them in our 
lives.
Honoring our parents is biblical 
command. EPH.6:1-2



1. A MAN SHALL ESTABLISH INDEPENDENCE 
FROM HIS OWN PARENTS. CONT. 

Leaving does not mean neglecting 
our parents.
When we  were children, our 
parents cared for us and provided 
for our safety, food, clothes and 
shelters.
We must take care of them in their 
old age. 1 Tim. 5:8



1. A MAN SHALL ESTABLISH INDEPENDENCE 
FROM HIS OWN PARENTS. CONT. 

Leaving involves establishment of 
self-supporting and self-governing 
family unit.
At least three areas of 
independence:
Financial independence

Emotional independence

Authoritative independence 



1. A MAN SHALL ESTABLISH INDEPENDENCE 
FROM HIS OWN PARENTS. CONT. 

Leaving means recognizing 
and accepting the biblical 
order of the family. 
The new family becomes first priority 
than your previous family. 
If we neglect to leave our parents, 
the marriage will lack intimacy and 
unity between the newly wed couple.
Failure to shift loyalty from parents to 
spouse is a central issue of many 
marital conflicts.



WHAT HAPPENS IF THE NEW COUPLE 
FAILS TO LEAVE THEIR PARENTS?

Their dependence on parents  
will hinder the super glue that 
need to develop in order to 
bond together the newly 
couple.
This kind of dependence is 

more destructive than 
constructive.



WHAT HAPPENS IF THE NEW COUPLE 
FAILS TO LEAVE THEIR PARENTS? CONT.

If we fail to leave our parents, we will be 
like a couple I knew which was 
dependent financially on the wife's 
family. 

The situation was robbing the husband 
from taking over the leadership of the 
new family.

The wife kept looking to her dad to bail 
them out after their poor decisions. 



WHAT HAPPENS IF THE NEW COUPLE 
FAILS TO LEAVE THEIR PARENTS? CONT.

Her husband wasn't able to grow up 
and take the responsibility to make 
correct decisions for his family, and to 
live with the consequences of his 
decisions. 

He was losing self-respect as a man, 
and it was undermining his wife's 
respect for him as well.



SOMETIMES IT MAY BE DIFFICULT TO 
LET GO...
She or he may no longer have anyone 
at home to lean on and may feel 
terribly alone.

You can honor your parents and also 
reap benefits by seeking their wisdom 
on certain issues

When you ask them to offer their 
insights, it must clear that you are 
seeking information and advice, not 
surrendering your right to make final 
decision.



PARENTS MAY WANT TO RE-GAIN THE 
CONTROL OVER THEIR CHILDREN

Problems may allow them to revive the 
strong connections. 

Normally occurs when the spouse has 
regular visits at home or during regular 
phone calls or when the spouses 
mention to their parents their 
disappointments or failures that they 
have experienced in the marriage 
relationship.



PARENTS MAY WANT TO RE-GAIN THE 
CONTROL OVER THEIR CHILDREN. CONT.

Some parents may seek to manipulate 
and control their child. 

Unclear boundaries that control and 
govern relationship between the newly 
wed couple and their parents.

If you need advice on a marital 
problem, seek the advice from an older 
person who is spiritually mature other 
than from your parents before you take 
action. 



PARENTS MAY WANT TO RE-GAIN THE 
CONTROL OVER THEIR CHILDREN CONT.

I want to encourage you to 
protect one another from 
manipulative parents. 

When your parents grow 
older, they will need your 
assistance. 



HOW TO LEAVE, YET STILL HONOR, 
YOUR PARENTS

Leaving your parents does not mean 
you permanently withdraw and no 
longer have a good relationship with 
them. That's isolating yourself, not 
leaving.

The commandment in Exodus 20:12 is 
to honor our parents 

This means that when we leave them, 
we need to leave with respect, love, 
admiration, not forgetting their 
sacrifices and efforts in raising us.



HOW TO BALANCE LEAVING AND 
CLEAVING WITH HONORING PARENTS.

"Therefore a man shall leave his father 
and mother and be joined (cleave) to his 
wife, and they shall become one flesh" 
(Gen. 2:24).

"Children, obey your parents in the Lord, 
for this is right" (Eph. 6:1)

"Honor your father and your mother, so 
that you may live long in the land the 
LORD your God is giving you" (Ex. 20:12).



HOW TO BALANCE LEAVING AND CLEAVING 
WITH HONORING PARENTS. CONT.

Take as much time as you can to 
make decisions, because some 
choices will be very difficult to 
make.

Leaving is not a one-time event or 
limited to the early years of 
marriage and the temptation to 
reconnect will continue as long as 
parents are alive. 



HOW TO BALANCE LEAVING AND CLEAVING 
WITH HONORING PARENTS. CONT.

Leaving means more than leaving 
your parents behind

It also involves setting your own 
schedule, your own family 
traditions, values and priorities.

Pull away from depending upon 
your parents financially and 
emotionally.



CONCLUSION

God has given parents the task to 
raise children in a godly way.

Paul and his co-workers were like a 
mother feeding and caring for her 
own children (1 Thess. 2:7).

Every loving father would not neglect 
the safety of his children, allowing 
them to walk into circumstances that 
might be harmful (1 Thess. 2:10-11).



CONCLUSION. CONT.

Paul reminds us about the 
attitudes and behaviors 
parents should express towards 
their children.
Children need a loving 
relationship from their parents 
as a foundation for respect 
and openness to instructions.



CONCLUSION. CONT.

Parents need to receive their 
children as a gift from God (Prov. 
27:3).

“Children are a gift from the Lord, 
they are a reward from Him”.

Children reflect our likeness and 
are designed to receive and 
return our love.



CONCLUSION. CONT.

Parents need to raise their children 
to know and love God.

Ephesians 6:4 “ Fathers, do not 
provoke your children to anger by 
the way you treat them.  Rather, 
bring them up with the discipline 
and instruction that comes from 
the Lord”.



CONCLUSION. CONT.

The purpose of parental 
discipline is to help children 
to grow, not to frustrate and 
discourage them.

Parenting is not easy 
because it demands a lot of 
patience to raise children.



CONCLUSION. CONT.

Parents need to release their 
children to adulthood.

For this reason a man shall leave 
his father and mother and cleave 
to his wife. Gen. 2:24

Releasing is very important in the 
child’s development in two other 
critical relationships:



CONCLUSION. CONT.

a)To develop a healthy 
dependence on the Lord.

b)Give the child an opportunity to 
develop a healthy 
interdependence in marriage.

NB Parents who cling to their adult 
children often drive them away.  



DISCUSSION POINTS

1. What prevents parents 
from ‘releasing’ their 
children?

2. What causes children 
to ‘cling’ onto their 
parents?


